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his  deposition.     Not   a   hand  was   raised   in   the
prince's defence.    Carried off to Constantinople, he
was beheaded in the presence of the Sultan.    One
member of his family was spared, and the name still
exists in Roumania.     But his vast possessions, in-
cluding the crown of the principality, were confiscated
by the Turks ; the son of the man who had revealed
his intrigues with Russia to the Porte was appointed
as  his  successor  on   the  Wallachian  throne.     But
Stephen Cantacuzene, as he was called, did not long
enjoy the dubious honour.     He  shared, two years
later,  the  fate  of   Brancovano,  and,  both   thrones
being vacant,  the  Sultan   resolved   to  appoint   no
more native rulers.    In the Greeks of Constantinople,
who from the " Phanar," or district of the city where
they resided, had obtained the name of u Phanariotes,"
he thought that he would find more pliable instru-
ments of his policy.    Nicholas Mavrocordato, whose
father had risen  from   the  position  of a common
labourer to the office of dragoman to the Porte, was
accordingly appointed governor of Wallachia in 1716.
The rule of the Phanariote governors of Moldavia
and Wallachia, which lasted from 1716 to 1822, was,
with some notable exceptions, distinguished by the
corruption   and   maladministration which mark  the
decline of the Ottoman Empire.    The Greek rulers
of the two Danubian principalities had to pay heavily
for their appointment, and took good care to make
their unfortunate  subjects  make up to them more
than  they had expended.    At their accession they
were expected to hand  over  some sixty  thousand
pounds sterling to the Sultan, whose interest it natu-